THE TRIPLE  ALLIANCE

threatened by Russia, and perhaps only by Russia. The
attempts which, according to our intelligence, have been
made of late to ascertain whether Russia, on the com-
mencement of hostilities, would find support in France
and Italy have certainly yielded only a negative result.
The impotence of Italy has been revealed, and France has
declared that at present she has no desire for war, and
does not feel strong enough for an offensive war against
Germany without other ally than Russia.

' In this situation of affairs Russia in the course of the
last few weeks has presented to us demands which amount
to nothing less than that we should make a definite choice
between herself and Austria, at the same time instructing
the German members of the Eastern committees to vote
with Russia in doubtful questions; while, in our opinion,
the true construction of the decisions of the congress is
that taken by the majority formed by Austria, England,
and France, with which Germany has accordingly voted,
so that Russia, partly with, partly without Italy, forms by
herself the minority. Though these questions, e.g. the
position of the bridge at Silistria, the concession to Tur-
key by the congress of the military road in Bulgaria, the
administration of the postal and telegraphic system, and
the frontier dispute (which concerns only a few villages)
are in themselves very unimportant in comparison with the
freedom of great empires, yet the Russian demand that we
should vote upon them no longer with Austria, but with
Russia, was accompanied not once, but several times, by
unambiguous threats of the consequences prejudicial to
the international relations of both countries which our
refusal would eventually entail. This surprising circum-
stance, coinciding as it did with the withdrawal of Count
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